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(o)  Let's establish mutual understanding between religions.
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According to the chronicles
of Myanmar Buddhism, at the
reign ol King Asoka (2064-238
BC) who sponsored the Third
Buddhist Council, he sent nine
Buddhist missionaries to many
parts ot Asia and Ven. Sona
and Uttara arrived at
Suvannabhumi (ThaHton) tor
Buddhist mssionary purposece.
Stmultancously, the tniple Pitaka
Palr text. unantmously approved
by third Buddhist Council were
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committed to memory by the
Sinhalese Arahant monks of
genius: and pious support of the
King Asoka's son and daughter,
Ven.Mahinda and BukkhuniSam-
ghamitta. the teachings of the
Buddha spread through the whole
1sland and Theravada Buddhism
started to shine forth on the
island. At the reign of King
Abhayavattagamini (101-77B.C)
the forth Buddhist Council was
held 1in the cave of Alokavihara,
Maleya Market-town 1n 80 B.C
(450 Sasana Era)and three Pitaka
Pal1 texts were inscribed on palin-
leaves by the Arahant-monks. It
1s recorded that the scripts of
Palm-Leaves manuscripts approved
in Third Buddhist Council were

precisely reviewed repeatedly for
hundred times.
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Myanmar and Pali Studies

[t 1s exactly stated in the
page 55, Nidanakatha of Parajika-
kanda Pali exposition with reference
to the page 52 of Parajikakanda-
thakatha text;
Suvanbumimgantvarna,
Sonutaramahiddhika,

Pisace niddhamitvana,
Brahamajalmadesisum.
(para-pa-pa->52)

The meaning of the verse of
Parajikandha Pali Text and 1ts
exposition and interpretation is
as tollows:

Atfter the Third Buddhist
Councitl in Pataliputta in 325
Sasana Era, Ven.Sona and Ven.
Uttara arrived in Suvanabumi and
expounded Brahamajalasuta to
listeners there; out of the huge
audience of about sixty thousands,
2500 men became monks and
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novices and 1500 women entered
into the holy life of Bhikkhuni.
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Herc, | would like to say
something about a little of the
"Suvanabumi but not Suvannadipa;”
according to verse 43, part 27,
of Mahavamsapali. it is stated
that therc were so many monks-
arahants residing at the Kelasa
monastery ot Suvannabumi
(Thahton): Sinhalese bhukkhu
Scholar Dr. Sivah stated 1in his
work, "History of Buddhism" that
the sacred relics of Ven.Sona
and Ven. Uttara were enshrined
in Nakhunpahtun cetiya(nagarapa-
thama) of Siam; necvertheless
Myanmar Buddhist scholars, Ven.
Sayadaws, lay devotes remarked

that when the two venerable
arahants entered 1nto noble

demise. the corpses becamce stone
statues of their own accords, and
they were situated on Kusinara
mountain, 3 miles away from
Bilin township, Thahton district.
The government archeological
department excavated the ground
places near Winka village and
Ah-yat-thei-ma village, Kyaikhto
township Thahton district last
years and they wonderously
found many huge brick platforms
(phinths) of many monastic
buildings just like the plinth of
ancicnt Jetavana monastery in
Savatthi of India (Parenthesis).
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