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Cilasaccaka Sutta

Namo tassa bhagavato arahato sammasambhuddhassa
Veneration to the Exalted One, the Homage-Worthy,
the Perfectly Self-Enlightened

Cilasaccaka Sutta
The Shorter Discourse to Saccaka
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1. Evarh me sutarn — ekam samayarmn bhagava
vesaliyarn viharati mahavane kutagarasalayam. tena kho
pana samayena saccako niganthaputto vesaliyam pativasati
bhassappavadako panditavado sadhusammato bahuja
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nassa. so vesaliyam parisati evam vacam bhasati —
‘‘naharn tam passami samanarn va brahmanam va, sanghim
ganim ganacariyarn, apl arahantarn samma sambuddham
patijanamanam, yo maya vadena vadam samaraddho na
sankampeyya na sampakampeyya na sampavedheyya,
yassa na kacchehi seda mucceyyum. thunam cepaham
acetanarn vadena vadam samara-bheyyam, sapi maya
vadena vadam samaraddha sankampeyya sampakampeyya
sampavedheyya. ko pana vado manussabhutassa’’t1?
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Ciilasaccaka Sutta 3

1. Thus have I heard. On one occasion the Blessed
One was living at Vesali in the Great Wood in the Hall
with the Peaked Roof. Now on that occasion Saccaka the
Nigantha’s son was staying at Vesali, a debater and a
clever speaker regarded by many as a saint.! He was
making this statement before the Vesali assembly: 1 see
no recluse or brahmin, the head of an order, the head of a
group, the teacher of a group, even one claiming to be
accomplished and fully enlightened, who would not shake,
shiver, and tremble, and sweat under the armpits if he
were to engage in debate with me. Even if 1 were to engage
a- senseless post in debate, it would shake, shiver, and
tremble if it were to engage in debate with me, so what
shall I say of a human being?”
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Atha kho ayasma assaji pubbanhasamayam
nivasetva pattacivaramadaya vesalim pindaya pavisi.
addasa kho saccako niganthaputto vesaliyam janghavi
haram anucankamamano anuvicaramano ayasmantam
assajim duratova agacchantam. disvana yenayasma assaji
tenupasankami; upasankamitva ayasmata assajina saddhim
sammodi. sammodaniyam katham saraniyam vitisaretva
ekamantam atthasi. ekamantarn thito kho saccako nigantha
putto ayasmantam assajim etadavoca — ‘‘katham pana,
bho assaji, samano gotamo savake vineti, katharmbhaga ca
pana samanassa gotamassa savakesu anusasani bahula

-9

pavattati’’t1? ‘‘evam kho, aggivessana, bhagava savake
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vinetl, evambhaga ca pana bhagavato savakesu anusasani
bahula pavattati — ‘rupam, bhikkhave, aniccam, vedana

My gy S Mgt s =

anicca, safifia anicca, sankhara anicca, viiinanarn aniccam.

Ayt Py T

rupam, bhikkhave, anatta, vedana anatta, safina anatta,
sankhara anatta, vififianarn anatta. sabbe sankhara anicca,
sabbe dhamma anatta’ti. evam kho, aggivessana, bhagava
savake vineti, evambhaga ca pana bhagavato savakesu
anusasani bahula pavattati’’ti. ‘‘dussutam vata, bho assaji,
assumha ye mayam evamvadim samanam gotamam
assumha. appeva nama mayarn kadaci karahaci tena bhota
gotamena saddhim samagaccheyyama, appeva nama siya
kocideva kathasallapo, appeva nama tasma papaka

el B

ditthigata viveceyyéma ti.
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Then, when it was morning, the venerable Assaji
dressed, and taking his bowl and outer robe, went into
Vesali for alms.® As Saccaka the Nigantha’s son was
walking and wandering for exercise in Vesali, he saw the
venerable Assaji coming in the distance and went up to
him and exchanged greetings with him. When this cour-
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teous and amiable talk was finished, Saccaka the
Nigantha’s son stood at one side and said to him:

“Master Assaji, how does the recluse Gotama dis-
cipline his disciples? And how is the recluse Gotama’s
instruction usually presented to his disciples?”

““This 1s how the Blessed One disciplines his disci-
ples, Aggivessana, and this is how the Blessed One’s in-
struction is usually presented to his disciples: ‘Bhikkhus,
material form i1s impermanent, feeling is impermanent,
perception is impermanent, formations are impermanent,
consciousness is impermanent. Bhikkhus, material form
1s not self, feeling is not self, perception is not self, for-
mations are not self, consciousness is not self. All forma-
tions are impermanent; all things are not self.’® That is
how the Blessed One disciplines his disciples, and that 1s
how the Blessed One’s instruction 1s usually presented to

his disciples.”

“If this is what the recluse Gotama asscrts, we hear
indeed what is disagreeable. Perhaps sometime or other
we might meet Master Gotama and have some con-
versation with him. Perhaps we might detach him from

that evil view.”
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2. Tena kho pana samayena paficamattani licchavi
satani santhagare sannipatitani honti kenacideva karani
yena. atha kho saccako niganthaputto yena te licchavi
tenupasankami; upasankamitva te licchavi etadavoca —
‘“‘abhikkamantu bhonto licchavi, abhikkamantu bhonto
licchavi, ajja me samanena gotamena saddhim kathasallapo
bhavissati. sace me samano gotamo tatha patitthissati yatha
ca me natannatarena savakena assajina nama bhikkhuna
patitthitarn, seyyathapi nama balava puriso dighalomikam
elakam lomesu gahetva akaddheyya parikaddheyya
samparikaddheyya, evamevaham samanam gotamam
vadena vadam akaddhissami parikaddhissami sampari
kaddhissami. seyyathapi nama balava sondikakammakaro
mahantam sondikakilafijam gambhire udakarahade
pakkhipitva kanne gahetva akaddheyya parikaddheyya
samparikaddheyya, evamevaham samanam gotamam
vadena vadarn akaddhissami parikaddhissami sampari
kaddhissami. seyyathapi nama balava sondikadhutto valam
evamevaham samanarn gotamarh vadena vadam odhu
nissami niddhunissami nipphotessami. seyyathapi nama
kufjaro satthihayano gambhiram pokkharanim ogahetva
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sanadhovikam nama kilitajatam kilati, evamevaham
samanam gotamarn sanadhovikam manne Kkilitajatam
kilissami. abhikkamantu bhonto licchavi, abhikkamantu
bhonto licchavi, ajja me samanena gotamena saddhim
kathasallapo bhavissati’’t1. tatrekacce licchavi
evamahamsu — ‘‘kim samano gotamo saccakassa
niganthaputtassa vadam aropessati, atha kho saccako
niganthaputto samanassa gotamassa vadam aropessati’’t1?
ekacce licchavi evamahamsu — ‘‘kim so bhavamano
saccako niganthaputto yo bhagavato vadam aropessati, atha
kho bhagava saccakassa niganthaputtassa vadam
aropessati’’t1? atha kho saccako niganthaputto pafica
mattehi licchavisatehi parivuto yena mahavanam kutagara

sala tenupasankamui.
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2. Now at that time five hundred Licchavis had
met together in an assembly hall for some business or
other. Then Saccaka the Nigantha’s son went to them and
said: “Come forth, good Licchavis, come forth! Today
there will be some conversation between me and the
recluse Gotama. If the recluse Gotama maintains before
me what was maintained before me by one of his famous
disciples, the bhikkhu named Assaji, then just as a
strong man might seize a long-haired ram by the hair
and drag him to and drag him fro and drag him round
about, so 1n debate I will drag the recluse Gotama to and
drag him fro and drag him round about. Just as a strong
brewer’s workman might throw a big brewer’s sieve into
a deep water tank, and taking it by the corners, drag it to
and drag it fro and drag it round about, so in debate I will
drag the recluse Gotama to and drag him fro and drag
him round about. Just as a strong brewer’s mixer might
take a strainer by the corners and shake it down and shake
it up and thump it about, so in debate 1 will shake the
recluse Gotama down and shake him up and thump him
about. And just as a sixty-year-old elephant might plunge
into a deep pond and enjoy playing the game of hemp-
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washing, so I shall enjoy playing the game of hemp-wash-
ing with the recluse Gotama.* Come forth, good Licchavis,

come forth! Today there will be some conversation be-
tween me and the recluse Gotama.”

Thereupon some Licchavis said: “How can the re-
cluse Gotama refute Saccaka the Nigantha’s son’s asser-
tions? On the contrary, Saccaka the Nigantha’s son will
refute the recluse Gotama’s assertions.” And some
Licchavis said: “Who 1s Saccaka the Nigantha’s son that
he could refute the Blessed One’s assertions? On the con-
trary, the Blessed One will refute Saccaka the Nigantha’s
son’s assertions.” Then Saccaka the Nigantha’s son went
with five hundred Licchavis to the Hall with the Peaked
Roof 1n the Great Wood.
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3. Tena kho pana samayena sambahula bhikkhu
abbhokase cankamanti. atha kho saccako niganthaputto
yena te bhikkhu tenupasankami; upasankamitva te bhikkhu
etadavoca — ‘‘kaham nu kho, bho, etarahi so bhavam
gotamo viharati? dassanakama hi mayam tam bhavantam
gotama’’'ntl. ‘‘esa, aggivessana, bhagava mahavanam
ajjhogahetva afnnatarasmim rukkhamule divaviharam
nisinno’’t1. atha kho saccako niganthaputto mahatiya
licchaviparisaya saddhim mahavanam ajjhogahetva yena
bhagava tenupasankami; upasankamitva bhagavata
saddhim sammodi. sammodaniyam katham saraniyam
vitisaretva ekamantam nisidi. tepi kho licchavi appekacce
bhagavantam abhivadetva ekamantam nisidimsu, appe
kacce bhagavata saddhim sammodimsu, sammodaniyam
katham saraniyam vitisaretva ekamantam nisidimsu. appe
kacce yena bhagava tenanjalim panametva ekamantam
nisidimsu, appekacce bhagavato santike namagottam
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savetva ekamantam nisidimsu, appekacce tunhibhuta
ekamantam nisidimsu.
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3. Now on that occasion a number of bhikkhus were
walking up and down in the open. Then Saccaka the
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Nigantha’s son went up to them and asked: “Where 1s
Master Gotama staying now, sirs? We want to see Master
Gotama.”

“The Blessed One has entered the Great Wood,

Aggivessana, and 1s sitting at the root of a tree for the
day’s abiding.”

Then Saccaka the Nigantha’s son, together with a
large following of Licchavis, entered the Great Wood
and went to the Blessed One. He excﬁanged greetings
with the Blessed One, and after this courteous and amia-
ble talk was finished, sat down at one side. Some of the
Licchavis paid homage to the Blessed One and sat down
at one side; some exchanged greetings with him, and when
this courteous and amiable talk was finished, sat down at
one side; some extended their hands in reverential saluta-
tion towards the Blessed One and sat down at one side;
some pronounced their name and clan in the Blessed One’s
presence and sat down at one side; some kept silent and
sat down at one side.
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4. Ekamantam nisinno kho saccako niganthaputto
bhagavantarn etadavoca — ‘‘puccheyyaham bhavantam
gotamarm kificideva desam, sace me bhavam gotamo

it ¥ PA.

okasam karoti panhassa veyyakaranaya’’ti. ‘‘puccha,

aggivessana yadakankhasi’’ti. “‘katham pana bhavam

gotamo savake vineti, kathambhaga ca pana bhoto

gotamassa savakesu anusasani bahula pavattati’’t1? *‘evam

kho aharh, aggivessana, savake vinemi, evambhaga ca pana
me savakesu anusasani bahula pavattati — ‘rupam,
bhikkhave, aniccam, vedana anicca, sania anicca, sankhara
anicca, vifiianarn aniccam. rupam, bhikkhave, anatta,

vedana anatta, safina anatta, sankhara anatta, viifianam
anatta. sabbe sankhara anicca, sabbe dhamma anatta’ti.
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evarn kho aharn, aggivessana, savake vinemi, evambhaga

v I

ca pana me savakesu anusasani bahula pavattati’ ti.

“‘upama mam, bho gotama, patibhati’’t1. ‘‘patibhatu tam,

—2

aggivessana’ 't1 bhagava avoca.
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4. When Saccaka the Nigantha’s son had sat down,
he said to the Blessed One: “I would like to question Master

Gotama on a certain point, if Master Gotama would grant
me the favour of an answer to the question.”

“Ask what you like, Aggivessana.”

“How does Master Gotama discipline his disciples?
And how is Master Gotama’s instruction usually present-
ed to his disciples?”

“This is how I discipline my disciples, Aggivessana,
and this is how my instruction is usually presented to my
disciples: ‘Bhikkhus, material form is impermanent, feel-
ing is impermanent, perception is impermanent, forma-
tions are impermanent, CONSCIOUSNEss 1S 1mpermanent.
Bhikkhus, material form is not self, feeling 1s not self,
perception is not self, formations are not self, conscious-
ness is not self. All formations are impermanent; all things
are not self.’ That is the way I discipline my disciples,
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and that is how my instruction is usually presented
to my disciples.”

“A simile occurs to me, Master Gotama.”

“Explain how it occurs to you, Aggivessana, the
Blessed One said.
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“‘Seyyathapi, bho gotama, ye kecime bijagama
bhutagama vuddhim virulhim vepullam apajjanti, sabbe
te pathavimm nissaya pathaviyam patitthaya. evamete
bijagamabhutagama vuddhim virulhim vepullam apajjanti.
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seyyathapi va pana, bho gotama, ye kecime balakaraniya
kammanta kariyanti, sabbe te pathavir nissaya pathaviyarm
patitthaya. evamete balakaraniya kammanta kariyanti.
evameva kho, bho gotama, rupattayam purisapuggalo rupe
patitthaya punnarn va apufifiar va pasavati, vedanattayarn
purisapuggalo vedanayam patitthaya pufifiam va apuiifiarm
va pasavati, sannattayam purisapuggalo sanfiayam
patitthaya puninam va apuiifiam va pasavati, sankharatta
yam purisapuggalo sankharesu patitthaya pufifiam va apu-

Mgt Syt My Mgy

fnam va pasavati, viiifianattayarn purisapuggalo vifinane

-,, ¢

patitthaya puififiarh va apuiiiiam va pasavati’ t1.
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“Just as when seeds and plants, whatever their kind,
reach growth, increase, and maturation, all do so 1n de-
pendence upon the earth, based upon the earth; and just
as when strenuous works, whatever their kind, are done,
all are done in dependence upon the earth, based upon the
earth - so too, Master Gotama, a person has material form
as self, and based upon material form he produces merit
or demerit. A person has feeling as self, and based upon
feeling he produces merit or demerit. A person has per-
ception as self, and based upon perception he pro-
duces merit or demerit. A person has formations as
self, and based upon formations he produces merit or
demerit. A person has consciousness as self, and based
upon consciousness he produces merit or demerit.”
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“*Nanu tvam, aggivessana, evam vadesi — ‘ripam

~‘~—

me atta, vedana me atta, safifia me atta, sankhara me atta,

'l~~— e

viiiianar me atta’’’t1? ‘‘aham hi, bho gotama evam vadami

oyt Sy

— ‘rupam me atta, vedana me atta, safina me atta, sankhara

-~ 22

me atta, viiinanarm me atta’ti, ayanca mahati janata’’ti.

““Kim hi te, aggivessana, mahati janata karissati?

-,, L

ingha tvam, aggivessana, sakafifieva vadam nibbethehi’ ti.
““ahamn hi, bho gotama, evam vadami — ‘rupam me atta,

Al P - Py Py -

vedana me atta, safifia me atta, sankhara me atta, vinfianam
me atta’’’ti.
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“Aggivessana, are you not asserting thus:
‘Material form 1s my self, feeling 1s my self, perception

i1s my self, formations are my self, consciousness 1s my
self”?”

“I assert thus, Master Gotama: ‘Material form is
my self, feeling 1s my self, perception 1s my self, forma-
tions are my self, consciousness i1s my self.” And so does
this great multitude.’”

“What has this great multitude to do with you,
Aggivessana? Please confine yourself to your own asser-
tion alone.”

““Then, Master Gotama, I assert thus: ‘Material form
1s my self, feeling is my self, perception is my self, for-
mations are my self, consciousness i1s my self.” ”
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5. ““Tena hi, aggivessana, tannevettha patipucchis
sami, yatha te khameyya tatha narn byakareyyasi. tam kim
mafifiasi aggivessana, vatteyya rafno khattiyassa
muddhavasittassa sakasmim vijite vaso — ghatetayam va
ghateturn, japetayam va japetum, pabbajetayam va
pabbajeturn, seyyathapi rafifio pasenadissa kosalassa,
seyyathapi va pana ranno magadhassa ajatasattussa
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vedehiputtassa’’t1? ‘‘vatteyya, bho gotama, ranno
khattiyassa muddhavasittassa sakasmim vijite vaso —
ghatetayam va ghatetum, japetayam va japetum, pabbaje
tayam va pabbajetum, seyyathapi ranfio pasenadissa
kosalassa, seyyathapi va pana ranno magadhassa ajata
sattussa vedehiputtassa. imesampi1 hi, bho gotama,
sanghanam gananarmn — seyyathidam, vajjinam mallanam
— vattati sakasmim vijite vaso — ghatetayam va ghatetum,
japetayam va japetum, pabbajetayam va pabbajeturn. kim
pana ranno khattiyassa muddhavasittassa, seyyathapi rai
no pasenadissa kosalassa, seyyathapi va pana ranio
magadhassa ajatasattussa vedehiputtassa? vatteyya, bho

-,, ¢

gotama, vattiturn ca marahati’’ti.
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5. “In that case, Aggivessana, I shall ask you a ques-
tion in return. Answer it as you choose. What do you
think, Aggivessana? Would a head-anointed noble king -

for example, King Pasenadi of Kosala or King Ajatasattu

Vedehiputta of Magadha - exercise the power 1n his own
realm to execute those who should be executed, to
fine those who should be fined, and to banish those
who should be banished?”

“Master Gotama, a head-anointed noble king - for
example, King Pasenadi of Kosala or King Ajatasattu
Vedehiputta of Magadha - would exercise the power
in his own realm to execute those who should be
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executed, to fine those who should be fined, and to
banish those who should be banished. For even these
|oligarchic] communities and societies such as the Vajjians
and the Mallians exercise the power in their own

realm to execute those who should be executed, to fine
those who should be tined, and to banish those who should

be banished; so all the more so should a head-anointed
noble king such as King Pasenadi of Kosala or King

Ajatasattu Vedehiputta of Magadha. He would exercise

it, Master Gotama, and he would be worthy to exercise

it.”
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““Tam kim mannasi, aggivessana, yarh tvar evam
vades1 — ‘rupam me atta’ti, vattati te tasmim ripe vaso
— evam me rupam hotu, evam me rupam ma ahosi’’t1?
evam vutte, saccako niganthaputto tunhi ahosi. dutiyampi
kho bhagava saccakam niganthaputtam etadavoca — “‘tarn
kim maniasi, aggivessana, yam tvam evam vadesi —
‘rupam me atta’ti, vattati te tasmim rupe vaso — evari me
rupam hotu, evarmn me rupam ma ahosi’’t1? dutiyampi kho
saccako niganthaputto tunhi ahosi. atha kho bhagava
saccakam niganthaputtam etadavoca — ‘‘byakarohi dani,
aggivessana, na dani te tunhibhavassa kalo. yo koci,
aggivessana tathagatena yavatatiyam sahadhammikam paii
hamm puttho na byakaroti, etthevassa sattadha muddha

pngde i 1"

phalati’’t1.
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“What do you think, Aggivessana? When you say
thus: “Material form 1s my self,” do you exercise any such
power over that material form as to say: ‘Let my form be
thus; let my form not be thus’?’® When this was said.,
Saccaka the Nigantha’s son was silent.

A second time the Blessed One asked the same
question, and a second time Saccaka the Nigantha’s
son was silent. Then the Blessed One said to him:
“Aggivessana, answer now. Now 1s not the time to be

silent. If anyone, when asked a reasonable question up to

the third time by the Tathagata, still does not answer, his

head splits into seven pieces there and then.”
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Tena kho pana samayena vajirapani yakkho ayasam
vajiramn adaya adittarn sampajjalitam sajotibhutam
saccakassa niganthaputtassa uparivehasam thito hoti —
‘sacayam saccako niganthaputto bhagavata yavatatiyam
sahadhammikam pafiham puttho na byakarissati etthevassa
sattadha muddham phalessami’ti. tam kho pana
vajirapanirn yakkham bhagava ceva passati saccako ca
niganthaputto. atha kho saccako niganthaputto bhito
sarmviggo lomahatthajato bhagavantamyeva tanam gavesi
bhagavantamyeva lenam gavesi bhagavantamyeva
saranarn gavesi bhagavantam etadavoca — “‘pucchatu

=99¢°

marn bhavam gotamo, byakarissami’ 'ti.
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Now on that occasion a thunderbolt-wielding spirit
holding an iron thunderbolt that burned, blazed, and
glowed, appeared in the air above Saccaka the
Nigantha’s son, thinking: “If this Saccaka the
Nigantha’s son, when asked a reasonable question up
to the third time by the Blessed One, still does not
answer, I shall split his head into seven pieces here
and now.”’ The Blessed One saw the thunderbolt-wield-
ing spirit and so did Saccaka the Nigantha’s son. Then
Saccaka the Nigantha’s son was frightened, alarmed, and
terrified. Seeking his shelter, asylum, and refuge in the
Blessed One, he said: “Ask me, Master Gotama, |

will answer.”
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6. ‘“Tam kim mannasi, aggivessana, yarm tvar evam
vadesi — ‘rupam me atta’ti, vattati te tasmim ripe vaso
— evam me rupam hotu, evam me rupam ma ahosi’’t1?
“‘no hidam, bho gotama’’
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6. “What do you think, Aggivessana? When you
say thus: ‘Material form is my self,” do you exercise any
such power over that material form as to say: "Let my
form be thus; let my form not be thus’?” - “No, Master
Gotama.”

0§D meepo% F286000§1 0§D MO 63l 20600
O O O
OJ’)CDGGPO%I $ 3l cod oo%oao% ceglee§ ol oéé 0§GG§ ol 0N
s X25) 9833 92060000%! 0 0) 85 063D 03§ 66 sag;n”o%
O O
o%mr% con O3d 03§D 06N 80 G GO3§D GUNOYI 85

GO GOBHD D PCUND DIl 67 VI3 CIM colooei

‘‘Manasi karohi, aggivessana; manasi kantva kho,
aggivessana, byakarohi. na kho te sandhiyati purimena va
pacchimarm pacchimena va purimam. tam ki marinasi,
aggivessana, yam tvarh evarn vadesi— ‘vedana me atta’ti,
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vattati te tissam vedanayarn vaso — evarn me vedana hotu,

evam me vedana ma ahos1’’t1? ‘‘no hidam, bho gotama’’.
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“Pay attention, Aggivessana, pay attention how you
reply! What you said before does not agree with what
you said afterwards, nor does what you said afterwards
agree with what you said betore. What do you think,
Aggivessana? When you say thus: ‘Feeling is my self,’
do you exercise any power over that feeling as to say:

‘Let my feeling be thus; let my feeling not be thus’?” -
“No, Master Gotama.”
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““Manasi karohi, aggivessana; manasi karitva kho,
aggivessana, byakarohi. na kho te sandhiyati purimena va
pacchimar, pacchimena va purimam. tam kirm manasi,

~~-

aggivessana, yarn tvam evam vadesi — ‘saiiiia me atta’ti,

My Py T Myt suy =—

vattati te tissarn safifiayam vaso — evam me safifia hotu,

~~-

evam me sanna ma ahosi’'t1? ‘‘no hidam, bho gotama’’.
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“Pay attention, Aggivessana, pay attention how you
reply! What you said before does not agree with what
you said afterwards, nor does what you said afterwards
agree with what you said before. What do you think,
Aggivessana? When you say thus: ‘Perception 1s my self,’
do you exercise any power over that pcrception as to
say: ‘Let my perception be thus; let my perception
not be thus’?” - “No, Master Gotama.”
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‘“Manasi karohi, aggivessana; manasi karitva kho,
aggivessana, byakarohi. na kho te sandhiyati purimena va
pacchimam, pacchimena va purimam. tam kirh manasi,
aggivessana, yam tvam evarm vadesi — ‘sankhara me
atta’ti, vattati te tesu sankharesu vaso — evam me sankhara
hontu, evamh me sankhara ma ahesu’’nti1? ‘‘no hidam, bho
gotama’’.
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“Pay attention, Aggivessana, pay attention how you
reply! What you said before does not agree with what
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you said afterwards, nor does what you said afterwards
agree with what you said before. What do you think,
Aggivessana? When you say thus: ‘Formations are my
self,” do you exercise any such power over those forma-

tions as to say: ‘Let my formations be thus; let my forma-
tions not be thus’?” - “No, Master Gotama.”
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‘“Manasi karohi, aggivessana; manasi karitva kho,
aggivessana, byakarohi. na kho te sandhiyat1 purimena va
pacchimam, pacchimena va purimarn. tam kim maiifasti,

Myl Py

aggivessana, yam tvarm evarn vadesi — ‘viiifianam me

? my ey e s Py e

atta’ti, vattati te tasmim viififiane vaso — evam me Vifina

nam hotu, evarn me vififianam ma ahosi’'t1? “‘no hidam,
bho gotama’’.
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“Pay attention, Aggivessana, pay attention how you
reply! What you said before does not agree with what
you said afterwards, nor does what you said afterwards
agree with what you said before. What do you think,
Aggivessana? When you say thus: ‘Consciousness is my
self,” do you exercise any such power over that conscious-
ness as to say: ‘Let my consciousness be thus; let my
consciousness not be thus’?” - “No, Master Gotama.”
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‘“Manasi karohi, aggivessana; manasi karitva kho,
aggivessana, byakarohi. na kho te sandhiyati purimena va
pacchimam, pacchimena va purimam. tam ki mafifasi,
aggivessana, rupam niccam va aniccarn va’’'t1? ‘‘aniccar,

2% ¢¢

bho gotama’’. *‘yam pananiccarm dukkham va tam sukham

¢

va’’t1?7 ‘‘dukkham, bho gotama’’. ‘‘yam pananiccam
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dukkharn viparinamadhammam, kallarh nu tarh samanu
passiturh — ‘etarn mama, esohamasmi, €so me atta’’’ti?
“‘no hidam, bho gotama’’.
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“Pay attention, Aggivessana, pay attention how you
reply! What you said before does not agree with what
you said afterwards, nor does what you said afterwards
agree with what you said before. What do you think,

Aggivessana, is material form permanent or imperma-
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23

nent?” “Impermanent, Master Gotama.” - “Is what 1s 1m-

permanent suffering or happiness?” - “Suffering, Master
Gotama.” - “Is what is impermanent, suffering, and sub-
ject to change {1t to be regarded thus: ‘This is mine, this I
am, this is my self’?” - “No, Master Gotama.™
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““Tam kim mannasi, aggivessana, vedana.pe.. saf

) Sy —

a.pe.. sankhara.pe.. tam kim maininasi, aggivessana, vinia

nam niccarn va aniccarn va’’ti? ‘‘aniccam, bho gotama’’
“‘yamh pananiccam dukkham va tam sukham va’’ti1?
““dukkham, bho gotama’’. ‘‘yam pananiccamn dukkham
viparinamadhammarn, kallam nu tam samanupassiturn —
‘etarh mama, esohamasmi, eso me atta’’’t1? ‘‘no hidam,

bho gotama’’

sraoc;ooaaa;, 08 c']ee.eé sfanmm 20¢ craoow:ﬁ

eololr Q0> 20§ 90’)*@(: 0PSO ©O> 00 @c ::oéuou @l@c

C O

SINeINes G30RII0N FIYEODS a%o’]ee.eeé YT WE NDWOD

JL e
C C

oocg;moo.?ézl 99%:335% ‘89_)9(16’ ooé [§:>oecx>o e@o.)ccooqg
(Gezcm&icﬁ)u

g0C6olome 6[golw (Gmpcﬁcﬁ)u



Cilasaccaka Sutta 41]

e@emsaq:oap_s ao&:s\ﬁ @3533@0301 qj&:mﬁ) @5039030

0D (GQ:GO‘)’SQQ%I)II
L IL
ssraogjgeo']oae ao&'\eg @50’]&1 oD (ecupo%m )n

olg(3¢: 905361@5: T ARIIETE DE I E 0D

B80S “a§Banadoos ABEESEN a§BandasS &l Goe

@8@@%@&% cler a3ud solen ooé: 0 q[gcscl ecopms

Olopdearn v (cercord0)i
s)/Ceolone eaPm50lw (sogpade)n

“What do you think, Aggivessana? Is feeling
permanent or impermanent? ... Is perception perma-
nent or impermanent? ... Are formations permanent or
impermanent? ... Is consciousness permanent or imper-
manent?” - “Impermanent, Master Gotama.” - “Is what
is impermanent suffering or happiness?” - “Suffering,
Master Gotama.” - “Is what is impermanent, suffering,
and subject to change fit to be regarded thus: “This 1s
mine, this I am, this is my self’?”” - “No, Master Gotama.”
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““Tam kirmm mannasi, aggivessana, yo nu kho
dukkham allino dukkham upagato dukkham ajjhosito,
dukkham ‘etam mama, esohamasmi, €so me atta’ti
samanupassati, apl1 nu kho so samam va dukkham
parijaneyya, dukkham va parikkhepetva vihareyya’ 't1?
““kimm hi siya, bho gotama? no hidam, bho gotama’’t1.
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“What do you think, Aggivessana? When one ad-
heres to suffering, resorts to suffering, holds to suffer-
ing, and regards what is suffering thus: ‘“This is mine, this
[ am, this is my self,” could onc ever fully understand

suffering oneself or abide with suffering utterly de-
stroyed?”

“How could one, Master Gotama? No, Master
Gotama.”
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““Tam kim maiifiasi, aggivessana, nanu tvarm evarn
sante dukkham allino dukkham upagato dukkham ajjhosito,
dukkham — ‘etam mama, esohamasmi, eso me atta’ti

g

samanupassasi’’t1? ‘‘kim hi no siya, bho gotama?

evametam bho gotama’’ti.
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”What do you think, Aggivessana? That being so,
do you not adhere to suffering, resort to suffering,
hold to suffering, and regard what 1s suffering thus: “This
is mine, this I am, this is my self’?”

“How could I not, Master Gotama? Yes, Master

Gotama.”®
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7. ‘‘Seyyathapi, aggivessana, puriso saratthiko
saragavesi sarapariyesanam caramano tinham kutharim
adaya vanam paviseyya. so tattha passeyya mahantam
kadalikkhandham ujurn navam akukkukajatam. tamenam
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mule chindeyya, mule chetva agge chindeyya, agge chetva
pattavattirh vinibbhujeyya. so tattha pattavattirn vinibbhu
janto pheggumpi nadhigaccheyya, kuto saram? evameva
kho tvam, aggivessana, maya sakasmirm vade samanuyuil
jlyamano samanugahiyamano samanubhasiyamano ritto
tuccho aparaddho. bhasita kho pana te esa, aggivessana,
vesaliyam parisati vaca — ‘naham tam passami samanam
va brahmanam va, sanghim ganim ganacariyam, api
arahantam sammasambuddham patijanamanam, yo maya
vadena vadam samaraddho na sankampeyya na
sampakampeyya na sampavedheyya, yassa na kacchehi
seda mucceyyum. thunam cepaham acetanam vadena
vadarh samarabheyyam sapi maya vadena vadam sama
raddha sankampeyya sampakampeyya sampavedheyya. ko
pana vado manussabhutassa’ti? tuyham kho pana,
aggivessana, appekaccani sedaphusitan1 nalata muttani,
uttarasangam vinibhinditva bhumiyam patitthitani.
mayharnh kho pana, aggivessana, natth1 etarahi kayasmim
sedo’’ti. iti bhagava tasmirm parisatl suvanna vannar
kayam vivari. evam vutte, saccako niganthaputto
tunhibhito mankubhito pattakkhandho adhomukho
pajjhayanto appatibhano nisidi.
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7. “It 1s as though a man needing heartwood,
seeking heartwood, wandering in search of heart-
wood, were to take a sharp axe and enter the wood, and
there he would see a large plantain trunk, straight, young,
with no fruit-bud core. Then he would cut it down at the
root, cut off the crown, and unroll the leaf sheaths: but as
he went on unrolling the leat sheaths, he would never
come even to any sapwood, let alone heartwood. So too,
Aggivessana, when you are pressed, questioned, and cross
questioned by me about your own assertion, you turn
out to be empty, vacant, and mistaken. But it was you
who made this statement before the Vesali assembly: ‘I
see no recluse or Brahmin, the head of an order, the head
of a group, the teacher of a group, even one claiming to
be accomplished and fully enlightened, who would not
shake, shiver, and tremble and sweat under the armpits if
he were to engage in debate with me. Even if 1 were to
engage a senseless post in debate, it would shake, shiver,
and tremble if it were to engage in debate with me, so
what shall I say of a human being?’ Now there are drops
of sweat on your forehead and they have soaked through
your upper robe and fallen to the ground. But there 1s no
sweat on my body now.” And the Blessed One uncovered
his goldencoloured body before the assembly. When this
was said, Saccaka the Nigantha’s son sat silent, dismayed,
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with shoulders drooping and head down, glum, and with-
out response.
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8. Atha kho dummukho licchaviputto saccakam
niganthaputtarn tunhibhutam mankubhutam pattakkhan
dham adhomukham pajjhayantam appatibhanam viditva
bhagavantam etadavoca — ‘‘upama mam, bhagava,
patibhati’’t1. ‘‘patibhatu tamh, dummukha’’ti bhagava
avoca. ‘‘seyyathapi, bhante, gamassa va nigamassa va
avidure pokkharani. tatrassa kakkatako. atha kho, bhante,
sambahula kumaraka va kumarika va tamha gama va
nigama va nikkhamitva yena sa pokkharani tenupa
sankameyyum; upasankamitva tam pokkharanim ogahetva
tarn kakkatakam udaka uddharitva thale patitthapeyyum.
yannadeva hi so, bhante, kakkatako alam abhininnameyya
tamh tadeva te kumaraka va kumarika va katthena va
kathalena va safichindeyyurn sambhaiijeyyum sampalibhafi
jeyyum. evarn hi so, bhante, kakkatako sabbehi alehi san
chinnehi sambhaggehi sampalibhaggehi1 abhabbo tam
pokkharanim puna otariturh, seyyathapi pubbe. evameva

chinnani sambhaggani sampalibhaggani; abhabbo ca dani,
bhante, saccako niganthaputto puna bhagavantam
upasankamitum yadidarnh vadadhippayo’’ti. evam vutte,
saccako nigantha-putto dummukham licchaviputtam
etadavoca — ‘ ‘agamehi tvam, dummukha, agamehi tvarn,
dummukha na mayarh taya saddhim mantema, 1dha

mayam bhota gotamena saddhim mantema.
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8. Then Dummukha, the son of the Licchavis, see-
ing Saccaka the Nigantha’s son in such a condition, said

to the Blessed One: “A simile occurs to me, Master
Gotama.”

“Explain how it occurs to you, Dummukha.”

“Suppose, venerable sir, not far from a village or
town there was a pond with a crab in it. And then a party
of boys and girls went out from the town or village to the
pond, went into the water, and pulled the crab out of the
water and put it on dry land. And whenever the crab ex-
tended a leg, they cut it off, broke it, and smashed it with
sticks and stones, so that the crab with all its legs cut off,
broken, and smashed, would be unable to get back to the
pond as before. So too, all Saccaka the Nigantha's son’s
contortions, writhings, and vacillations have been cut
off, broken, and smashed by the Blessed One, and now
he cannot get near the Blessed One again for the purpose
of debate.”
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When this was said, Saccaka the Nigantha’s son
told him: “Wait, Dummukha, wait! We are not speaking
with you, here we are speaking with Master Gotama.”
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9. ““Titthatesa, bho gotama, amhakanceva arfiesaii

ca puthusamanabrahmananam vaca. vilapam vilapitam
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maiifie. kKittavata ca nu kho bhoto gotamassa savako sasana
karo hot1 ovadapatikaro tinnavicikiccho vigatakathamkatho
vesarajjappatto aparappaccayo satthusasane viharati’’ti?
“‘1dha, aggivessana, mama savako yam Kifici rupam
atitanagatapaccuppannam ajjhattam va bahiddha va
olarikam va sukhumam va hinam va panitam va yam dure
santike va, sabbarn rupam ‘netarth mama, nesohamasmi,

Myl Sy

na meso atta’ti evametam yathabhutarm sammappannaya

~'~_

passati; ya kaci vedana.pe.. ya kaci saiifa.pe.. ye kecli

My Smy —

sankhara.pe.. yam Kkifnci1 vififianam atitanagatapaccup
pannarm ajjhattarn va bahiddha va olarikam va sukhumam
va hinam va panitarh va, yarn dure santike va, sabbarn vini
flanarn ‘netarh mama, nesohamasmi, na meso atta’tl

~~_

evametam yathabhutam sammappafifiaya passati. ettavata
kho, aggivessana, mama savako sasanakaro hoti
ovadapatikaro tinnavicikiccho vigatakathamkatho

-,, L

vesarajjappatto aparappaccayo satthusasane viharati’ ti.
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9. [Then he said]: “Let that talk of ours be,

Master Gotama. Like that of ordinary recluses and
brahmins, it was mere prattle, I think. But in what way is
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a disciple of the recluse Gotama one who carries out his
instruction, who responds to his advice, who has
crossed beyond doubt, become free from perplexity,
gained intrepidity, and become independent of others
in the Teacher’s Dispensation?””

“Here, Aggivessana, any kind of material form
whatever, whether past, future, or present, internal or
external, gross or subtle, inferior or superior, far or near
- a disciple of mine sees all material form as 1t actually is
with proper wisdom thus: ‘This is not mine, this I am not,
this is not my self.” Any kind of feeling whatever ... Any
kind of perception whatever ... Any kind of formations
whatever ... Any kind of consciousness whatever, wheth-
er past, future, or present, internal or external, gross or
subtle, inferior or superior, far or near - a disciple of
mine sees all consciousness as it actually 1s with proper
wisdom thus: ‘This is not mine, this I am not, this 1S not
my self.’ It is in this way that a disciple of mine 1s one
who carries out my instruction, who responds to my
advice, who has crossed beyond doubt, become {ree
from perplexity, gained intrepidity, and become inde-
pendent of others in the Teacher’s Dispensation.”™
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“‘Kittavata pana, bho gotama, bhikkhu arahar hoti
khinasavo vusitava katakaraniyo ohitabharo anuppatta
sadattho parikkhinabhavasamyojano sammadanfa
vimutto’'t1? *‘1dha, aggivessana, bhikkhu yam kinci rupar

atitanagatapaccuppannam ajjhattam va bahiddha va
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olarikam va sukhumarn va hinam va panitarn va yam dure
santike va sabbam rupam ‘netarm mama, nesohamasmi, na

M Py

meso atta’ti evametam yathabhutam sammappaiifiaya disva

iyt gy

anupada vimutto hoti; ya kaci vedana.pe.. ya kaci sanna
.pe.. ye keci sankhara.pe.. yam kifici vifiianam atitanagata
paccuppannam ajjhattam va bahiddha va olarikam va
sukhumam va hinam va panitam va yam dure santike va

Ayl Py =

sabbarh vififianar ‘netarn mama, nesohamasmi, na meso
atta’ti evametam yathabhutam sammappainnaya disva
anupada vimutto hoti. ettavata kho, aggivessana, bhikkhu
araharn hoti khinasavo vusitava katakaraniyo ohitabharo
anuppattasadattho parikkhinabhavasamyojano sammadarn
fa vimutto. evam vimuttacitto kho, aggivessana, bhikkhu
tthi anuttariyehi samannagato hoti — dassananuttariyena,
patipadanuttariyena, vimuttanuttariyena. evam vimuttacitto
kho, aggivessana, bhikkhu tathagatafifieva sakkaroti garum
karoti maneti pujeti — buddho so bhagava bodhaya
dhammarn deseti, danto so bhagava damathaya dhammam
deseti, santo so bhagava samathaya dhammarn deseti, tinno
so bhagava taranaya dhammam deset1, parinibbuto so
bhagava parinibbanaya dhammam deseti’ti.
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“Master Gotama, in what way is a bhikkhu an
arahant with taints destroyed, one who has lived the holy
life, done what had to be done, laid down the
burden, reached the true goal, destroyed the fetters of
being, and is completely liberated through final knowl-
edge?”

“Here, Aggivessana, any kind of material form
whatever, whether past, future, or present, internal or
external, gross or subtle, inferior or superior, far or
near - a bhikkhu has seen all material form as it
actually is with proper wisdom thus: “This 1s not mine,
this I am not, this is not my self,” and through not
clinging he is liberated. Any kind of feeling whatever
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... Any kind of perception whatever ... Any Kind of for-
mations whatever ... Any kind of consciousness whatev-
er, whether past, future, or present, internal or exter-
nal, gross or subtle, inferior or superior, far or near -
a bhikkhu has seen all consciousness as 1t actually 1s with
proper wisdom thus: “This i1s not mine, this I am not,
this i1s not my self,” and through not clinging he is
liberated. It is 1n this way that a bhikkhu i1s an arahant
with taints destroyed, one who has lived the holy life,
done what had to be done, laid down the burden, reached
the true goal, destroyed the fetters of being, and is com-
pletely liberated through final knowledge.

“When a bhikkhu’s mind 1s thus liberated, he pos-
sesses three unsurpassable qualities: unsurpassable vi-
sion, unsurpassable practice of the way, and unsurpassable
deliverance.!® When a bhikkhu is thus liberated, he still
honours, reveres, and venerates the Tathagata thus: ‘The
Blessed One is enlightened and he teaches the Dhamma
for the sake of enlightenment. The Blessed One is tamed
and he teaches the Dhamma for taming oneself. The
Blessed One 1s at peace and he teaches the Dhamma for
the sake of peace. The Blessed One has crossed over and
he teaches the Dhamma for crossing over. The Blessed
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One has attained Nibbana and he teaches the Dhamma
for attaining Nibbana. ™
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10. Evarh vutte, saccako niganthaputto bhagavantam
etadavoca — ‘‘mayameva, bho gotama, dhamsi, mayam
pagabba, ye mayar bhavantarn gotamam vadena vadam
asadetabbarh amaiifiimha. siya hi, bho gotama, hatthim
pabhinnam asajja purisassa sotthibhavo, na tveva bhavan
tarn gotamarn asajja siya purisassa sotthibhavo. siya hi,
bho gotama, pajjalitarn aggikkhandharn asajja purisassa
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sotthibhavo, na tveva bhavantarmh gotamarn asajja siya
purisassa sotthibhavo. siya hi, bho gotama, asivisam
ghoravisarn asajja purisassa sotthibhavo, na tveva
bhavantarn gotamarn asajja siya ‘purisassa sotthibhavo.
mayameva, bho gotama, dhamsi, mayam pagabba, ye
mayam bhavantam gotamam vadena vadam asadetabbam
amaininimha. adhivasetu me bhavam gotamo svatanaya
bhattam saddhim bhikkhusanghena’’ti. adhivasesi bhagava
tunhibhavena.
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10. When this was said, Saccaka the Nigantha’s
son replied: “Master Gotama, we were bold and impu-
dent in thinking we could attack Master Gotama 1n de-
bate. A man might attack a mad elephant and find safety,
yet he could not attack Master Gotama and find safety. A
man might attack a blazing mass of fire and find safety,
yet he could not attack Master Gotama and find safety. A
man might attack a terrible poisonous snake and find
safety, yet he could not attack Master Gotama and find
safety. We were bold and impudent in thinking we could
attack Master Gotama in debate.

“Let the Blessed One together with the Sangha ot
bhikkhus consent to accept tomorrow’s meal from me.”
The Blessed One consented in silence.
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11. Atha kho saccako niganthaputto bhagavato
adhivasanam viditva te licchavi amantesi — * ‘sunantu me
bhonto licchavi, samano me gotamo nimantito svatanaya
saddhim bhikkhusanghena. tena me abhihareyyatha
yamassa patiruparm manneyyatha’’t1. atha kho te licchavi
tassa rattiya accayena saccakassa niganthaputtassa panca-
mattani thalipakasatani bhattabhiharam abhiharimsu. atha



Ciilasaccaka Sutta 65

kho niganthaputto sake arame panitarn khadaniyam
bhojaniyam patiyadapetva bhagavato kalam arocapesi —
“‘kalo, bho gotama, nitthitarn bhatta’’nti. atha kho bhagava
pubbanhasamayam nivasetva pattacivaramadaya yena
saccakassa niganthaputtassa aramo tenupasankami;
upasankamitva pannatte asane nisidi saddhim bhikkhusan
ghena. atha kho saccako niganthaputto buddhappamukham
bhikkhusangham panitena khadaniyena bhojaniyena
sahattha santappesi sampavaresi. atha kho saccako nigantha
putto bhagavantam bhuttavim onitapattapanim afnataram
nicam asanam gahetva ekamantam nisidi. ekamantam
nisinno kho saccako niganthaputto bhagavantam etadavoca
— “‘yamidam, bho gotama, dane punnafica puiifiamahi ca
tam dayakanam sukhaya hotu’’t1. ‘‘yam kho, aggivessana,
tadisam dakkhineyyam agamma avitaragam avitadosarm
avitamoham, tam dayakanam bhavissati. yam kho,
aggivessana, madisam dakkhineyyam agamma vitaragam
vitadosam vitamoham, tar tuyham bhavissati’’ti.
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11. Then, knowing that the Blessed One had con-
sented, Saccaka the Nigantha’s son addressed the
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Licchavis: “Hear me, Licchavis. The recluse Gotama to-
gether with the Sangha of bhikkhus has been invited by
me for tomorrow’s meal. You may bring to me whatever
you think would be suitable for him.”

Then, when the night had ended, the Licchavis
brought five hundred ceremonial dishes of milk rice as
gifts of food. Then Saccaka the Nigantha’s son had
good food of various Kkinds prepared in his own park
and had the time announced to the Blessed One: “It is
time, Master Gotama, the meal is ready.”

Then, it being morning, the Blessed One dressed,
and taking his bowl and outer robe, he went with the
Sangha of bhikkhus to the park of Saccaka the Nigantha’s
son and sat down on the seat made ready. Then, with his
own hands, Saccaka the Nigantha’s son served and satis-
fied the Sangha of bhikkhus headed by the Buddha with
the various kinds of good food. When the Blessed One
had eaten and had withdrawn his hand from the bowl,
Saccaka the Nigantha’s son took a low seat, sat down at
one side, and said to the Blessed One: “Master Gotama,
may the merit and the great meritorious fruits of this act
of giving be for the happiness of the givers.”

“Aggivessana, whatever comes about from giving
to a recipient such as yourself - one who 1s not free from
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lust, not free from hate, not free from delusion - that will
be for the givers. And whatever comes about from giving
to a recipient such as myself - one who 1s free from lust,

free from hate, free from delusion - that will be for you.”"!

Culasaccakasuttam nitthitam
End of Culasaccakasutta

Endnotes

1.According to MA, Saccaka was the son of
Nigantha (Jain) parents who were both skilled in
philosophical debate. He had learned a thousand doctrines
from his parents and many more philosophical systems
from others. In the discussion below he 1s referred to by

his clan name, Aggivessana.

2. Ven. Assaji was one of the first five disciples of
the Buddha.

3. This summary of the doctrine omits the second
of the three characteristics, dukkha or suffering. MA
explains that Assaji omitted this in order to avoid giving
Saccaka the opportunity to attempt a refutation of the
Buddha’s doctrine.
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4. MA explains that men play this game when
preparing hemp cloth. They bind up handfuls of rough
hemp, immerse them in the water, and beat them on planks
to the left, right, and middle. A royal elephant saw this
game, and plunging into the water, he took up water in

his trunk and sprayed 1t on his belly, his body, both sides,
and his groin.

J. In asserting the five aggregates to be self he is,
of course, directly contradicting the Buddha’s teaching
of anatta. He ascribes this view to the “great multitude™
with the thought that “the majority cannot be wrong.”

6. The Buddha 1s here suggesting that the aggregates
are not self because they lack one of the essential
characteristics of selfhood - being susceptible to the
exercise of mastery. What cannot come under my mastery
or perfect control cannot be 1dentified as “my self.”

7. MA 1dentifies this spirit (yakkha) as Sakka, ruler
of the gods.

8. The text between the asterisks is absent from the
PTS ed. but is supplied from the BBS and SBJ eds. The
five aggregates are here called suffering because they are
impermanent and not susceptible to the exercise of
mastery.
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PTS (Pali Text Society)

BBS (Burmese-script Buddhasasana Samiti edition of the
Majjhima Nikaya)

SBJ (Sinhala-script Buddha Jayanti Tripitaka Series
edition of the Majjhima Nikaya)

9. These are the characteristics of a sekha. The
arahant, 1n contrast, not only possesses the right view of

non-self, but has used 1t to eradicate all clinging, as the
Buddha will explain in §25.

10. MA gives several alternative explanations of
these three terms. They are mundane and supramundane
wisdom, practice, and deliverance. Or they are entirely
supramundane: the first 1s the right view of the path of
arahantship, the second the remaining seven path factors,
the third the supreme fruit (of arahantship). Or the first is
the vision of Nibbana, the second the path factors, the
third the supreme fruit.

11. Though Saccaka admitted defeat in debate, he
must have still considered himself a saint, and thus did
not feel impelled to go for refuge to the Triple Gem.
Also, because he continued to regard himself as a saint,
he must have felt that it was not proper for him to dedicate
the merit of the alms offering to himself, and thus he
wished to dedicate the merit to the Licchavis. But the
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Buddha replies that the Licchavis will gain the merit of
providing Saccaka with food to offer to the Buddha, while
Saccaka himself will gain the merit of offering the tood
to the Buddha. The merit of giving alms differs in quality
according to the purity of the recipient, as explained at

MN 142.6.
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